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The book, American Government, offers a diverse collection of information and facts that are quite important to the contemporary political science student. The authors examine the historical perspective of our government's critical elements, its various arms, entities, and other historically significant events of our Nation. POLS 2303 covers various topics and subjects which are relevant for today's political science students. The topics I found most informative, and interesting include the founding of the Nation and the U.S constitution, which examines the role of various people in the struggle for independence and the process that gave us the constitution as we know it today. Another topic that captured my interest deals with the presidency and the executive; this chapter deals with the structure and evolution of the presidency, electing the president, among other areas.  Finally, I found the topic on America's foreign policy quite informative, particularly the domestic and foreign policy and how they affect the common citizens. In POLS 2303, I identified a potential contemporary area of interest; the power struggle between the government executive body and legislative arm of the government
Chapter two of American Government deals traces the process involved in developing the constitution and the Nation. The authors examine the role of John Locke in shaping the ideologies that influenced the constitution-making process. Chapter two examines the political ideologies prevailing in the British American colonies and what influenced them. The Magna Carta, signed by King John in 1215, is cited as having promoted the ideas of liberty and civil rights. The authors also cite the important role of the English Bill of Rights of 1618 in shaping the layout of the American constitution and the Charter of Human Rights. The chapter annotates the political ideologies that influenced the settlers to question the extent of Britain's government power over their lives, rights, and liberties and the subsequent declaration of independence in 1776. The authors then proceed to expound on the American revolution that ultimately culminated in the declaration of sovereignty. In the third subsection of the chapter, the authors examine contentious matters that threatened the constitution in its early days; for example, the voting rights of slaves, the number of representatives for small and large states in the bicameral house, and the issue of federal rule and state autonomy. The subsequent section of the chapter examines the process involved in the ratification of the constitutional arguments of those who supported the federal government's supremacy and those who were opposed to it. 
Chapter twelve begins with tracing the history of the presidency. The authors note Edmund Randolph's role, who first proposed the presidency's idea in 1787 at the Constitutional Convention. Edmund also proposed establishing a national executive and judicial council that would review and critique laws proposed by the president. (Rakove and Zlomke. 1987). The chapter also delves into the proposal of the electoral college that is responsible for electing the president. The concept of keeping the president's powers in check to prevent tyranny is also discussed in this chapter. The process of impeaching a president and its ground is also expounded in chapter twelve. The third section of chapter twelve focuses on the cabinet, describing the considerations and processes involved in selecting cabinet members. The roles of cabinet members are also expounded. The subsequent section of chapter twelve deals with the publicity aspect of the presidency, its evolution, and the first lady's role in pushing the sitting president's agenda.
Chapters sixteen and seventeen of the American Government deal with American policy, domestic and foreign. Chapter sixteen tackles the topic of domestic public policy, covering its definition, types of public policy, the role of various policymakers, and the budgeting process to implement a new policy. The authors borrow the definition of public policy from the works of Gerston, which exhaustively elaborate the meaning of public policy and its role in society. (Gerston, L. 2014). According to the authors, public policy deals with issues and matters that affect the population on a large scale instead of a few individuals and corporations. Chapter sixteen discusses the various government entities and organizations that are consulted in refining the concepts and technicalities of public policy. The distributive qualities of public policy and its role in actualizing the American dream are also discussed in this section of the book. Chapter seventeen delves into foreign policy and how it affects America's relationship with other nations. The authors answer questions on differences between domestic and foreign policy, congress's role in formulating foreign policy, and the importance of good foreign policy. Foreign policy is based on the basic need to protect America's interests abroad and create a friendly environment for the USA to pursue its national goals and objectives. (Wittkopf et al., 2007). The authors note the need for foreign policy, the U.N.'s role in fostering international policy, and the USA's ties with NATO. The chapter also discussed the role of various institutions in the formulation of foreign policy and its approach in formulating foreign policy.
As I read chapter twelve of American Government, my interest was drawn to the struggle of power and supremacy between the presidency and legislative arm of government. The constitution requires that the senate vet all public service presidential appointments. However, the Senate in recent times has adopted crafty mechanisms of shooting down presidential appointments. The Senate has used the "malign" effect, (Bond, et al. 2009) to frustrate presidents. Sitting presidents, in turn, have devised creative ways of bypassing the Senate in their appointments. Presidents have taken to making appointments when the Senate is in recess. The power struggle between the presidency and the Senate has resulted in serious challenges with filling critical government vacancies, which affects the functioning of the government. As a solution to this power struggle, the constitution should be ratified to transfer vetting presidential appointments to an independent committee comprised of representatives from the ethics body and the judicial system.
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